
Bootleg Puppets  

Workshop Pack 



Introduction 

Bootleg Puppets are a midlands-based company founded in 2016. Focusing on using 

puppetry and object theatre techniques, we aim to tell a wide variety of stories inspired by 

myth, legend, and folklore from around the globe. We strive to both adapt old stories for 

new contexts and create whole new ones in the lineage of our oldest tales. 

  

Our first children’s show Caliban in the Rock Pool was commissioned by the Royal 

Shakespeare Company (2016) as part of the Stratford-on-Sea festival in association with 

Stan’s Café. Choosing to run with the themes of magic and myth present in The Tempest 

we imagined Caliban as a storyteller and crafted a brand new tale inspired by both The 

Tempest’s magic and the narrative structures of traditional fairy-tales. Throughout 2016 

and 2017 we took this show around the Midlands and through this  

momentum we begun work on our second children’s show Goblins!  Which was  

supported by the Little Angel Theatre in London (2018). We tested our first performance 

and received crucial feedback to finalise the show and take it around the Midlands. 

  

Each time we’ve taken our shows into festivals, events, and schools we have been  

reminded of how important performances like this are to young people in their formative 

years.  As such we have developed a range of workshop packages that can accompany 

our shows or stand on their own to help share the magic of puppets and the joy of  

creativity with children and young people. 



Who we are 

Timothy Scotson, Artistic Director 

Tim is a multi-skilled writer and performer with a diverse background covering everything from Shakespeare to street 

theatre. He has worked with a variety of established companies including Kiln (on Aloclasp) and Frantic Assembly (on X 

& Y) and has an extensive history of making work for families and open-air environments. This has included working 

with the Fabularium for their Carnival of Animals shows for Coventry Mysteries festival (from 2012 – 2015) and as a 

playwright for Rage Art’s Christmas shows (2014, 16 & 17). Tim was Caliban in Caliban in the Rock Pool (2016 - 2018) 

and the Queen and chorus in Goblins! (2018 - on going). 

Daisy Edwards, Managing Director 

An MA graduate of University of Birmingham’s Shakespeare & Creativity program, Daisy is a skilled performer who 

worked in ‘Shakespeare’s Children’ created in collaboration with the RSC and UoB, and directed by Justin Audibert 

(2015). She also performed in 'Kingdoms are Clay' performed at The Other Place Theatre (2016). Daisy has done voice 

acting from BBC Radio 3 (Words and Music, 2016) and Brum Radio (for their Tall Tale's series, 2016-17) and is also a 

writer and performer of spoken word poetry. Daisy took the role of the Queen in Caliban in the Rock Pool (2016 - 2018) 

and the role of Professor Elenore J. Cottingly in Goblins! (2018 - on going). 

Tom Crossland, Technical Director 

Tom is a seasoned writer and spoken word poet, having performed his work across the country as a headliner at  

several shows and as a finalist in the prestigious Roundhouse Slam (2015). He is also a highly accomplished craftsman 

with extensive experience working in wood, metal, textiles and other mixed media on everything from puppets to 

broaches to umbrella handles and is Bootleg’s lead puppet maker. Tom acted as Mr Whale and chorus in Caliban in 

the Rock Pool (2016 - 2018) and Sir Alban and the chorus in Goblins! (2018 - on going). All puppet design and creation 

is done so by him. 

After taking our children’s show - Caliban in the Rock Pool - around the Midlands for a bit we realised we loved working with children and young 

people. Whether that’s performing for them, crafting puppets and stories with them, or whatever you need for your classroom. We’re the core 

team at Bootleg Puppets who will be working with you to craft the best workshops for you and your group possible! 



Storyboard Package 
You have the option of starting this workshop with a performance of either Caliban 

in the Rock Pool or Goblins!. The shows makes for an exciting and  

engaging way to introduce younger groups to puppets and puppetry as well as  

illustrate the fundamentals of storytelling and narrative. By leading the  

workshop experience with a performance of this show we can make sure that all 

the participants have a common set of reference points for what we will take them 

through afterwards, as well as being a way to get them excited and fire up their  

imaginations. We can also end our workshop with a performance if you so choose.  

This workshop focusses on teaching the rules of traditional fairy tales and folk law, 

and their narratives, and for older year groups how you can break these rules. We 

would ask questions on the characters and plot in Caliban in the Rock Pool, e.g. 

“who is the villain? How can you tell?” and then apply these questions to other 

fairy tales, opening up to group discussion. With younger year groups we split 

them into smaller groups and have each group fill in a story board for one scene of 

the show, eventually bringing the groups back together to share their work, in or-

der, to re-tell the story. Older groups would be asked to each create a storyboard 

for the whole story and then choose one thing to change about it, breaking one of 

the story rules  

discussed earlier. 

If you choose to bespoke this package we’re happy to work with whatever  

literature you’re working with in your curriculum.  



Construction Package 
You have the option of starting this workshop with a performance of either Caliban in the 

Rock Pool or Goblins!. The shows makes for an exciting and engaging way to introduce 

younger groups to puppets and puppetry as well as illustrate the fundamentals of  

storytelling and narrative. By leading the workshop experience with a performance of 

this show we can make sure that all the participants have a common set of reference 

points for what we will take them through afterwards, as well as being a way to get them 

excited and fire up their imaginations. We can also end our workshop with a  

performance if you so choose. 

This workshop focusses on puppet construction and gets the group building puppets of 

their own. We lead with a brief explanation and demonstration of shadow puppetry with 

our performance of The Tale of the Dragon Queen before showing them how easy it is 

to make. The Tale of the Dragon Queen was created during a meeting with these 

themes and story style in mind, however we would love to know about any stories that 

you’re teaching want us to bring to life in the form of shadow puppetry.  

With older classes we split them into groups and they create their own shadow puppet 

from scratch. With younger year groups we provide stencils of characters from The Tale 

of the Dragon Queen and other fairy tales, for them to create shadow puppets from. All 

year groups would then have an opportunity to show off their new shadow puppets on 

our back lit stage. Materials provided. 

Photographs taken during our workshops with St. John’s School in Kenilworth. 



Puppeteer Package 

You have the option of starting this workshop with a performance of either Caliban in the 

Rock Pool or Goblins!. The shows makes for an exciting and engaging way to introduce 

younger groups to puppets and puppetry as well as illustrate the fundamentals of  

storytelling and narrative. By leading the workshop experience with a performance of this 

show we can make sure that all the participants have a common set of reference points 

for what we will take them through afterwards, as well as being a way to get them excited 

and fire up their imaginations. We can also end our workshop with a performance if you 

so choose. 

 

This workshop focusses on puppet performance skills and teamwork. We split the  

participants into small groups, of 2-4 people and each group works on animating and  

performing a simple multi-operator puppet. To begin with we discuss the different styles 

we use in our shows, before demonstrating the use of one of the simpler styles  

depending on the age of the participants.  Each group is then then given a puppet to 

learn to operate and some time to practice and learn to use it. We offer guidance to the 

groups as they rehearse a short performance with these puppets that can then be shared 

with the rest of the group to conclude the session. 

Photo from Kenilworth Arts Festival, September 2017 



Bespoke Workshop Packages 
We’re confident that our pre-built workshop packages will be thrilling for 

your students, but we also know how important it is to ensure that the work 

we are offering is meeting all the needs of you and your students. 

Each of the packages described overleaf can stand quite happily on its own, 

but they also combine well into a longer program of exercises, perhaps  

covering a full afternoon, or whole day. Additionally each of them is quite 

flexible so if you think, for example, that the story package would be perfect 

for your class if only it centred on a different tale or focused on a specific 

part of story structure, then we are happy to work with you to adapt those  

experiences.  

We are also capable of building a bespoke workshop experience from the 

ground up for you and your group. We know that every class is different and 

has its own specific needs and goals and we would be delighted to work 

with you to create a plan of activates that will best suit your group.  

From puppet making and performance, to story-telling in all sorts of  

mediums we have a wide variety of skills we can share and activities we can 

run. We can run workshops for a wide variety of ages and types of group, 

with or without a performance. If you’d like to talk to us about what we could 

offer to you and your group, please don’t hesitate to get in contact. We look 

forward to hearing from you!  Photo from SHOOT Festival, March 2017 



Technical Requirements 
Requirements for Caliban in the Rock Pool & Goblins  

Performance 

These shows were originally performed in outdoor environments we 

know they fully function indoors, as we found in Hall’s Croft 

(Shakespeare Week, March 2018) when it decided to snow! 

 

Playing Space: 2.60 meters x 3.40 meters. 

Get-in time from arrival: Approx. 60 Minutes. 

Get out time: 45 to 60 Minutes. 

Crew: All technical and similar duties are handled by the company. 

Lighting: Natural light, when performing outdoors, and when indoor 

normal ceiling lights work effectively. 

 

 

Requirements for Shadow Puppet Show Performance 

Playing Space: 1.50 meters x 1.50 meters. 

Get in time from arrival: 45 minutes. 

Get out time: 20 minutes. 

Crew: All technical and similar duties are handled by the company. 

Lighting: Lighting is provided, this requires one standard wall  

socket for power. 

Bootleg Puppets has Public Liability to the value of £5million. Certificate can be viewed on request. 

Photographs taken during our workshops with St. John’s School in Kenilworth. 



Contact Us 

Company Contacts: 

Timothy Scotson 

Artistic Director 

Daisy Edwards 

Managing Director 

 

Facebook  

/BootlegPuppets 

Twitter  

@BootlegPuppets 

 

For Booking Enquiries Please contact: 

Timothy Scotson 

Phone 

 07970 136 416 

Email 

timscotson@gmail.com 


